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Itlulfrnohrrgqn
}tartln and, trls d.escend.ants have alrays spelled, thelr na^ne IIOLFEASBERCER, but the " :
ori.glnal. spell.lng ras I{0L!E[9BERGER. The flrst entr':r lnto Anerl,ca nas by JoEr
UolfErsbergerr trls ylfe and tno 6onso They landed here on the salIlng ahlp, lliISUA
0F GIASCOI firm Gernany, on August 4, L73Q. They settled ln Pennsylvanla. Johnrs
gre,nd.son, also naoed. John. noved to North Carollna ln 1787. He ghortened, hle naoe
to SPARGER. ( Conpendlun of Anerlca,n Genealogy.)

Sone of trls descend,ants clranged, thelr nane to ITOLFESPARGER, IOLFtr{BARGER, Boae te- I
verLed. baclc to the orlglnal spelllng, IOLFB{SBERGER.
'In the book, "Deutehen Geschlecte! Buch'f lt states that at least 7 neo wlth tltts
naoe left Snltzerland, after the Protestant Refo:natLon ln the 1500e for Ge::nany :
ancl Alsace Lor:ralne. Ottr aaeestor Has one of these seven, &d he rent to Lor:raLne.
?he era ls r€ferred, to as the 3 hund,red year naa, theee nen left Srltzerland. to
pteaelve thelr rellgloa - ancl thelr neclcB. ;
Ye n'11 descenC fron a lulghl naaed Baldelert von Uoifsburg tlrat llved, lu a cagtJ.e
ln Baunar DeBr ZurLck. IOg renalna erg stllI btrrLed lrr a nonaeterlr naoed 8ut1, hls
Coet of A:cns ls dlaplayed ln the nonasterT. Ba1dEber! bo:m 1233 Aled L?n. Generally
speaklng, the ones that noved, to Ge:many used the }{ ln thelr nane' the onea that noved
to toratn{.."d tha R. Ttrerc ale Eany Lxceptlons. ThB founclatlone of the castle arb
stlll there near Barma, Bone. have been restor"edr others are etlll ln r1rLu.

Baldeberb ls thought to be a Crtsader lhlght, 1n lrts llfe he nlght bavE bea to the
Holy tand !n the 5th Cneade L*8-129+. Or the Coat of Aus I trlllg are shoro. Three
trllLE alnays deplct Jenrsalen - the Cnrsaders goal.

Stllt, lt conlcl nea.n sooethlng entlrely dlfferent. Iolfenaberger
Bearrs, llterally, a clreller oi the nourtalns of the snal.l rolves,
tberefore a roli ls shorsi agalns! a sed.es of nountal^n pealcs.

llho nl]-l ever knorr?
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March 1,  1994

Dear Larry,

Enclosed are copies of  my Dad's fami]y history f i les that  I  thought
wou' ld be useful  to you. I ' l ' l  l is t  them be' low so that we can refer to
them by name the next t ime we talk.

1 .  Record of  Wo' l fersberger Fami ' l  ' ies i  n Amert  ca
Wri  t ten by George Wol f  ersberger,  '1969

2, Wol f  ersberger -  St .  Cl  a i  r  County,  I ' l  '1 i  noi  s
Wri t ten by George Wolfersberger,  1984

3. Letters :  Europe f i le contents
4 carbon copies of  ' let ters sent in '1962

Response to ' let ters not found

4. Wolfensberger -  Out of  Wo1fensberg in Canton Zur ich
trans' lat ion f rom German-Swiss Genealogical  Book

5. Fami ' ly  Tree of  Char les Patr ick Wolfersberger
Comp i  ' led by Suzanne M. Wol f  ersberger-Borba

2309 Stone Circ le
Bishop, CA 93514

6. The Wo' l f  ensbergers '  '1967 Year-End Letter
Wri t ten by Dr.  Wolf  Wolfensberger

2327 South 103rd Street
Omaha, Nebraska 68124

7 .  Fami ' ly  Tree of  Mart i  n Wol f  ersberger
Comp i  ' led by George Wol f  ersberger ,  I  956

I 've included Suzie Borba's stuf f  because she was corresponding w' i th
my Dad short iy before he died and is interested' in the Wolfersberger
fami ly history.  She m' ight  be a good resource of  informat ion on the
f4est coast,

The other i tems are everything I  cou' ld f ind that re ' late to Mart in ' 's
branch of  the fami ly or have someth' ing to do with European people and
pl  aces.

I  hope thi  s he' lps i  n your research of  the t {o ' l f  ersberger f  aml ' ly  name.
Anything you f ind on your t r ip wi ' l  1 be extreme' ly important to putt ing
the pi  eces together.  Thi  s i  s where my Dad had troub' le f  i  ndi  ng
' informat ion and I  know that he would have' l  iked to take the tr ip that
you are about to take.

Good Luck !

Char ' l  i  e Wo' l  fersberger
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Any person that ras born ln Anerlca nlth the nane t{olfersbergerr. clescend'ant
of-ilarlln and, Kathertne that canae here ln 181+1, has a nunber (XX) tn tfrfs
hlstory. It ls for ldentlflcatlon on1y.

(1) Franz son of t{artln and Kathed-ne.
(z) MlchaeL rr rr rl

( 3) Joseph ' 
rr rl

(4) Ca:rollne danghter of Hartln
(5) Ltlllan " ''
( 6) chr{,stlna t' 'l
(?) Ida daughter of Joseph
(8) rsid,or son ''
(9) ltatllda daughter 'r
(10) Frank son of Mlchael

42
43
U+
45
46
47
tl8
49
50
fl
52
53
9+
55
56,
,l
fi
I
60
51

Lorralne son of Otto
Orvll,le rr rr

C1rr l1,r l
Chrlstlne daughter of Lorraine

Ll) JuIIus , rl

Sa.nd,ra rl

Douglas son
Bnrce rl

KeILy daughter
Kartssa 'l
Mather son
Jennifer d.aughter
Katherl.ne daughter
Sarah rl

Ornllle
al

tl

Douglas
tl

ll

t l

Bnrce
ll

12) Anna datrghter f'

1.3) EnlI son r'

14) Uary daughter t'

15) August son rl

t6) otto r' r'
1,7) ottlLle rlaughter "
18) tucy r' rr

19) Glarence son of FrarII<
20) Marcel ,';tgil 'L tl

21). tlllla.n d.atrghter r'

22) Theod.ore son of Jullus

Bormle daughter of CYrtI
Dlane n r

Rosalle rf rl

Sally , ' 'l
uad.; I '

Geraldlne il n

Deb:ia Jo n rl

Decenber ? ],?84

(23) llinnle daughter r'
(24) watter son ''
(25) trene danghter 'l
(26) vloIa .' ''
(?) Ceorse son ''
(28) Piryffs daughter of Talter
( 29) Barbara r' r'
(30) noueru son r!
(3I) catherLrie d.aughter r'

(32) Thonas son r'

(33) nrcnard r' ''
(34) cirarfes son of George
$il Chrts daughter of Clrarles
( 35) .lesse son rr

(37) Anne danghter of George
(18) Cordella daughter of August
(39) oults ', ' '
(l+o) uarce]-la " rl

(41) Dorothy " rl



TI{E FA}IILY OF I4ARTIN I.IOLFERSBERGSR

Martln llolfersberger, hls rdfe Katherine and a five year old son, Frarz,
cane fron Lorralne to Amerlca in the year 1841. They entered thls country
at Nen Orlearrs a,nd salled up the. Misslssippi r5Lver on a flat boat to St. Louis
l'llssourl. Flrst they settled ln French Vtltage I11lno1s, then noved to a fa:m
2 nlLes north of }lascoutah l1ltnols, ln St. Clair Courty.

Marttn born Janr.rary 1800 - dled February 27 1860
Kathertne born d.ied 1880

Katherlners nalden nane rras Sher:er, and she had a brother that caue to
St. Cla1r County 4 years previously. Undoubteily he lnfluenced hls slster
and her husba.nd to leave Europe and cone to Aneri.ca. Both Hartln and
Kathertne are buried ln the old Cathollc cenretety 2 ntles rest of l'lascoutah.

llartln:: and Katherine lrad. the follorrlng chlldren:

Franz born Dec. 1838 - dled March l'870
Illcbael bom Ja$. 18!+ - dled oct. 23 1.911
Joseph born Apr1L1850 - dled Jan. 1882
Carollne born 1854 - dled 19+4
L1111an no lnfo::natlon
Chr{.stlna born }1ay I8l+9 ,.- dled Feb. 1903

(1) Franz narrled Bllzabeth Hulllrurg. He d.letl at the 4e of JZ
snall pox epldenlc. Apgarently they had tno chlldrenr

Chri.stlne born 1855
llarcel born 1857 these chlldren are

the 1870 census.
After the d,eath of Franz, hls nldow narri.ed a nan naned' Boehn.
c|1lLdren from a prevlous narrl.age who both r+ent to Callfornla.

(Z) ilichael narled Louisa Braun. She nas born ln Stuttgard Genany ard
cane to Asrerlca nlth her parents. Loulsa rsas 3 years old when her
nother d.led !n New Or.leans due to an epldenlc. Her father took her
to'St. Loqls where he dled when she nas lL years ol,dr aLso due to
small pox. They llved, on !,larket St., betneen l5th and ITth streets.
A faarlly naned Selfert ::alsed Loulsa. They operatecl a butcher shop
and.were acqualnted wlth the Laguet fanlly. Mr. Selfert later narried
a 1trlottlng. Loulsa rras 15 years old when she narrled Mlchael.

Lonlsa bo:rr Dec. 23 l.8J+l9 dled Aug. L0 l.935

(2) See l,tlchael and Louisa on Page b

(3) Joseph narri.ed llargaret Hopflnger. -H.e dled at the age ot J2 due to
sna3,I pox, He Lrad J chtld.ren a.nd hls rddor narz'led Louls llo:ms after
Josephrs d,eath. the clrlld,ren of Joseph and Margaret are as followss

(Z) faa born 18??. Never narrled, l'lved' gt 3E116rfuI1e.
(8) Isldor bn1879 - dled the sarne year.
(9) uatrfda born 1880 - dled L947. lla.lllda narrl'ed

Joseph Laquet of OrFaILon IIl' They had 3 chlldren'
tno dled 1n lnfancy, a d.aughter, Pearl nar:C.ed Forest
Jolrnson' frl3xi!'$"3ofPlFfl ' H*ur::i"t .i312
Donald Lee has a claughter, Daphne Deant. Bn, I95)
PL:de Marle narried Paul Selbert. Two chlld'rens
Debra Jo born 1954
Tonnle born 1955 Thls group }lves ln 01ney II1.

(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)
(5)
(6)

due to a

Ilsted ln

He had tro



Hlchael
(10)

8l]
(13)

ti!]
(15)
(17)
(18)
(4)

B

and toulsrg chlld'ren:
Frank bn.2-L5-1869 -  d. led
Jul lus tn.6- 4-1870 dled'
Anne b&1. l97Z - dled
hl1 bn. l8?5 - dted
i lary bn.2-f3-1q?9 -  d led
Augtlst bn. 1882 - dfed
ptto bn. 4 - 17 - fgA+ dled
bttJ.Ite bn. 188? - dred
I,ucy bo. l'891 dl€d

Carollne Ba:lrd.ed August Staub.
Herbert
Ednuld'
Tlrura.narr ied.Jrr l l r rsChr. ! 's t .Thesechl ldrqr i , .

En In deceased' Edmrd deceased
Oltver d.eceased' Henry
Lolralne Larrence

tltllan na:={.ed. Anton Jung of Murp}rysboro llllnols. TheEe chlldrent

3-24-1914
6-4-19l t
?-  3- t955

1878
8- ?-Lgf ' f .
4-.6-tg6z
3- 6-L96

199
L9Z0

These chlld,renr

(5)
Mlnnle
Anton
Jullus

Augrlst
Slgnud

(5) Chr{.stina na:rted Nlcholas Polrot of BeLLerd.LLe llllnols.
These clrlltlrenr Loulsa tn. 185? 4 clrlld'ren

CarollnE tn. 1858 ? 'l

(10) Flrank nar:C'ecl Sop]rla Kueh1. These c]rLld'rent
. (Iti 

-ci[en;" 
Er. L2-]-)-t993 Dled 5 - 18 - 1901

ito, u*""i tn,. 10-21-1895 dled 7 - t5 - t97t
uarr'!'ed. Pearl Sclultzoeyet' No chlldreo'

(21) Lilllan tn. Jan. ],.9o5
narrted ltsrold l{essne!' No ctrlldren'

(11)

Ednrnd kt. 1871 d.ld, not aarrJt
Arura tn. 1873 2 clrlldren
Otto tn. 1875 d!'d' not aeralr
Ratmoud, tn. 187? I0 clrllilren
Halter bl. 1880 4 rl

Adolph b. 1882 3 
r'

Oscar kr. 1885 1 son
Ednab188?lBoa

(zz)

(2, Mtnnle effitr*JrilHirlt*:t llvn . ualrred rhmas t{cr,angtrrtn.
These clrllclrent 

ffiffi



c
(24) Ualter narzi.ed. I'lartha Goestenkois.

(2s) Phylls bn' L1-19-1940
(m\ Barba::a bn. 8-l'7-1945
(f) Roberf bn. ?- GL94?
(ff ) Catheri.ne bn. It-I0-1950
(lZ\ Thonas bt1. 2- ?-1954
( lll Rlchard b. 7- 5.t9fi

(28) Phylls na:rrled Les flesollk. These
Llsa t r l .8-4-1955
Chrlst lne bo. 2-8 -1970
Dlna bn. 3 -* -L9?2

(29) Barbara narri.ed Terzy l(nox. These
Jrrlla br. I!-ilr'19?6
Chrlstopherbn' 3-12-1979
Jennlfer bt1. 4- 7-1980

(fO) Robert narri.ed Donaa Osborne. One
(31) Cathertne narll.ed, Jolur Carpenter.

!1 lke tn.5-10-1979
I( ln bn.4- 8-1982

(3,2) ?honas. Not narrj.ed.
O, Rlchart''. Not nar::led.

(?il Irene narzted Vernon Gaffney (dled

These chlldrenr

ihllclrenr

chlldrenr

adopted d.aughter.
These chlld.ren:

1967) No clrlJd,ren.

(26) Vlola narrl,ed ilalter Blen (d!ed 9-14-198+) These chlLdrenr -:.,
Da:rel. bl. 6 - I - L94? UanC,ed Chri.stlne Sfarza, then l'lazy Hodges,'

Adopted. daughter lilicheJ-le. r:'

Katlrleen bn . g-?!.L*g. I'1airled, JaoEs No::nan. These chlldrenc i
i iLtra brL, 8-26-19?2 {:

MarLa tn.12-19-f973 'i'
Ertc blr. 2-23-L9?6 i;

Carol Arure br11-?-3:r5L. l,lanrLed Ray Chrl.stopher. No clri.ld'ren. 'ii'

(n\ George rnarrled. Agulna Dantzer. These chllclrenr-. 
(7+) Charles bir 11-20-1954. UarrLed. Debra Jaclcson. These

Oil Chrt.s bn. 94-1980
( 36) .lesse br . ?-?2-L983

(f/) Anne tn. 6-1I-L956, Uall:rled 8111 Broull1ette, then Jln
Nc chlld.ren.

(fZ) Anna. Dlct not na:z?

chlld.rar
! .

l
i

l f t rph1 a**
I ts6r* e I  v

i :

(13) hu,.
(1ll) ilary

Died as an lnfant'

nartded. Ar'rgnst Hass. These ctrlld'rent
Adella deceased.
Elste br. 1903 dled 1982
Elenora tn. 1901]
Enrin tn. 1905 deceased
ELlner tn. 1909
Gllbert dl.ed. as a youth (bn 19ft)
Raymond tn. 1912 deceased'
Lucl]-Le bn. 1,915 dled as an lnfant
Oetus kt. 1,919
Dorothy h. 1924



(15) AWust
(38)

I
narrld llary Schupp. These cblld'ren;

cordella bn. J-I-1907' llarri-ed' Louls
louls August bn. 1928
Rlta l4art e br . 1973
Vlncent b' 1935

trr. 3-1t1t10 narrl.ed Ralmond
Donald bn. 1933
Mar{'lYn bn. 1934

Kehrer. These chlldrenr
(CoraeUa d, l?-J.9??)

Heclcer. These chlld'renl(3l9) onlta

(tl0) !,tarcella kt. 9-17-]?].?, narrt{ dl}"k Lager'
tlaz:f Lor8se bn. 1,0-45-1945

(41) Do:rothy bt. 11-22-19?2, Never nar:C'ed.

(f5) Otto narr{.ect Isabe1le Rehberger. these clrlldren:
(42) Lorrcalne b'n. 12-?-1913 narzl'ed l'llldred Daltl'

(45) ghrlstlne bt. 9-U-L950. Chri.stlne

(4q) grvllle bn. 9-3-1916 narrted ltar^|'e Neunan, these chlld'rent

iii!Z-itl--(+5) S;d; rnarle - llarrled Jaoes Fr{.ederl.cfr. These chlldrent :
Brtan Scott - bl. lr-1-1968 i
Shart LYnn - bn.10-17-L970 ... '

(4?) Dopelas bn.-i-jO-f945 narrtl'ed cathertn. Hosklne.these chlld'ren:
\ r ' 1+!) xerry Je;n ur, 9' 26-L96?

igoi xa"Llsa uarte tn l- L&r970
igf) u"trter Douglas Er. ]'.0-].7-1972
t#J ;ilfer Loulseln. g- ?-L9?5 :"-

fqE) Bnrce John bn.1o-15-191r? narrl'ed llaly Jo NeaL' crglareor'il\J-t 
7-Sii-xitrr"rtne liaur""n k. 5-18-19?8 l,
(-fE) s"""h Krtstrn bn. t+-11-1980 ii

(U+) Cytf.l bn. 1-29-1921- narr{.ecl Kathryn Kuetrn. These c}rlldrenr :
\'+'rl "t"' ii!) Bonnie lr"v b';-- it :-iiil 'i'

i\7;\ Dlane lta:r1e br. ? -- 5 - ]1945
l i ,  RosaLl  bn. 1- 8-1950 '
(tB) sa1ly Anne br. 7 - 7 - 1;952 l
isei uarae gettr bn. 6 - 79 - ];952
l-&rt C"""rartt" tn. I --4 - J955 ;
igri oeb::a Jo tn. 2 - 24 - 1959 :i

(1?) 0ttt11e ilarrted Albert Ch::!'Et' These ctrlldrenr 
ahtldren 

i

Edna kt. 1911 narrled Albert Hulllung' p chlld'ren

Alrrl,n b. 1913 nalrled Joseptdne 31edlr ? clrlldren

d.eceesed, Cflbert bn. 19Lt nar3Led Lapra Yll'ctbaber 2 c5lld'ren I

d.eceaeed, Hubert bn. lgu narrted camati;; u*" 2 clrlld.ren :

Mlld.red. r.Er. 1919 narrled, Errln }loffnan 6 cLrlld'ren

n"p""a bn. lia nar:C'ed TroJa Plroska -Lr!r-- 
i

EG;;- Ur. fle3 r"r""f"a l,orittg Brglenan 2 c6Ld'ren i

. Marie tn. 1925 narrted, Ernln ftetrrer 5 clrlldren

C"tl""f""Ur. ]tilZd narz'!'ed Carl Kehr'er 4 chlldren 
,

(18) tucy Never nar:c'ed.

One adopted. daughterr

: '
: ,

. Lorral.srl .d'ted It-3-1983
narrted Taylor.

-3 '
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@NGI,I'FIO}I

Ttrls ls tbe last tevlglon that I nlLl ever nalce of the
UOIFERSBERGER fanlly ]rlstory. It began Ln L99+ a'ntl lE
endlng ln l,98lr. 

.r
I ca.n feel the ctrlll nlnd of the auturm ln ny Ilfe 

' 
and,

ratch the leaves slonLy drtftlng to the grotnd, fron rhlch
they eaoe.

I have spent cotutless hwrd.reils of hours on thls lrlstora'
hourE wtrlch I perlraps shonld have spent nlth ny w1fe. a.nd,
chtld.ren when they lrere yowtg.

?here were nany trLps to llbrrar'!.es' Chlca6o' Jackson Ohlot
to the donntorm Llbrar'Les of Detrolt. I have spent nany
hours v!,sltlng and ta,Lldng to d,lfferent people, sone of
rhlch I never knew before.

I have stood by the graves of nany people that once had
the nane IOLFBRSBERGER. At least one that fought l'n the
Revolutlonazy lfar ln the Late l.?00s. That trtp aLone cost
Ee a week out of ny llfe - and I shed tears rhen I stood
there at trls burnal stte. l{e rere not reLated ln thls
corntry, but we d,!d have one th!,ng ln coonon. A na&e.

I have derlved nuch pleasure and a grand. aense of acconplleh-
. nent fron the past l0 years' and non lt |tas cone to an end,.

I net tro brothers ln the late fOs tbat cane to Anerl.ca for
a'rdslt. They cane fron Snltzerland to Detrclt and I founcl
then after searchlng for I days ln the dorntoro hotels. CaD
you lnaglne how I felt rhen I net these n€n - our fa.olDes
have been apart stnce the 1J00s, nhen ny ancestor left tlrat
country ancl nlgrated to Lorralne.

I ask only trlo thlngs. Keep tlrls lrtstory for 5rourr geoe::at-
lona to cooe, and keep up nalclng add,itlons to the hlstorlr as
nen ones ane bot!.

Even as I rr{te thls, nen ctrl1d.ren are belng bor:t' and sone
of the others are prep.ztng to leave tbie rorld. A fa'nlly
hlstory ls lgIg cooplete.

George Uolfersberger
Ironton, l{lseour{
Decenber 12' 198+

; :
: l

a:
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